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1. What does it mean that God is sovereign? | GotQuestions.org 
God’s sovereignty is one of the most important principles in Christian theology, as well as one of 

its most hotly debated. Whether or not God is actually sovereign is usually not a topic of debate; 

all mainstream Christian sects agree that God is preeminent in power and authority. God’s 

sovereignty is a natural consequence of His omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence. 

What’s subject to disagreement is to what extent God applies His sovereignty—specifically, how 

much control He exerts over the wills of men. When we speak of the sovereignty of God, we 

mean He rules the universe, but then the debate begins over when and where His control is 

direct and when it is indirect. 

 

God is described in the Bible as all-powerful and all-knowing (Psalm 147:5), outside of time 

(Exodus 3:14; Psalm 90:2), and responsible for the creation of everything (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1). 

These divine traits set the minimum boundary for God’s sovereign control in the universe, which 

is to say that nothing in the universe occurs without God’s permission. God has the power and 

knowledge to prevent anything He chooses to prevent, so anything that does happen must, at 

the very least, be “allowed” by God. 

 

At the same time, the Bible describes God as offering humanity choices (Deuteronomy 30:15–

19), holding them personally responsible for their sins (Exodus 20:5), and being unhappy with 

some of their actions (Numbers 25:3). The fact that sin exists at all proves that not all things that 

occur are the direct actions of God, who is holy. The reality of human volition (and human 

accountability) sets the maximum boundary for God’s sovereign control over the universe, which 

is to say there is a point at which God chooses to allow things that He does not directly cause. 

 

The fact that God is sovereign essentially means that He has the power, wisdom, and authority 

                                       Lesson 20

                                                                                 
                                                                         
                                                                          
                                                                                
                                                             

God Is  o       ern  

God is   e r   se  r  e  ro   is  re  on   sed on  is
n   re  nd   ri   es 

          s   e  o nd  on o      o  er  s e  s o  God s
   r   er   eve   on 1    s  s o  God    o    one  re
 o    

 eve   on     des ri es   e  o r  iving  re   res   o
sing  o God d    nd nig      o     o     o   is   e Lord
God    ig       o   s   nd is   nd is  o  o e  

I  is God s  o iness         es  i    e   ons  ing
 re        i     dge     sin   e re s 12 2   

I  is i  or  n   o  nders  nd      God is  n        
        o n   2   

 e is one God  De  erono          o   s      s
e is ed  s   ree dis n    ersons      er  Son   nd  o  
S iri  

 e does no    ve      si     od       o g    e Son
 e   e in  rn  e  

  do  rine is    se i  i  denies   e  rini    vie s God   e
    er  s     n  or denies   e     ni    nd dei   o 
  ris   see 2  o n1  

God Is Sovereign   I       e

God is   so     n   re            e is   dged    no
one  nd   s   so   e     ori   over   e en re  niverse
 nd ever   ing in i  

 is sovereign   is e  ressed in   n     s  in   ding
 is o ni o en e     o  is    s  re rig     s   
1   1     nd   e  er   n ind  e ieves God s    s  o
 e    ir  is irre ev n  

  e Lord God is no   ons r ined      e or     e   e
  s      n   e   s   d i   ro  e erni     s    nd  is
  r ose  i    e    o   is ed  D nie         s   
11     

                   e does no     nge   eing   e s  e
  es erd     od    nd  orever    e re s 1       e
s   es o  rig   in       i       I   e L  D do no 
   nge  

 e   se o   is  n   nging n   re   e   n de end on
 is   essings    ver  good  nd  er e   gi  is  ro 
  ove   o ing do n  ro    e     er o    e  e ven  
 ig  s    o does no     nge  i e s i ing s  do s 
    es 1 1   

God Is   ni o en    Love

           s e  s  o  is   i i    o do so   e
  so  no s ever   ing   ro  e erni     s   o
e erni       re  ever   ing  e   in   do   nd s   

 e   s  erson    no  edge o  ever   erson   o
  s ever  ived or  i    ive   no ing   e 
in    e   in ever       I  is en o r ging  o  e r
God s  ords in  ere i   1      e ore I  or ed  o 
in   e  o   I  ne   o    e ore  o   ere  orn I
se   o     r   

    is  ore    n  n   ri   e o  God   e is
 i er       e essen e o   ove    is is s   ed   e r  
in 1  o n         oever does no   ove does no 
 no  God   e   se God is  ove   God s  ove is
e ern     e   se  e is i       e   is  ove never
   nges   is  ove is  er e    nd  o   

                                                         
                                         

https://www.gotquestions.org/God-is-sovereign.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omniscient.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omnipotent.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/God-omnipresent.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20147.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%203.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2090.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2030.15%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2030.15%E2%80%9319
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2025.3


God Is Sovereign  Lesson 20 D 
 

2 
 

to do anything He chooses within His creation. Whether or not He actually exerts that level of 

control in any given circumstance is actually a completely different question. Often, the concept 

of divine sovereignty is oversimplified. We tend to assume that, if God is not directly, overtly, 

purposefully driving some event, then He is somehow not sovereign. The cartoon version of 

sovereignty depicts a God who must do anything that He can do, or else He is not truly 

sovereign. 

 

Of course, such a cartoonish view of God’s sovereignty is logically false. If a man were to put an 

ant in a bowl, the “sovereignty” of the man over the ant is not in doubt. The ant may try to crawl 

out, and the man may not want this to happen. But the man is not forced to crush the ant, 

drown it, or pick it up. The man, for reasons of his own, may choose to let the ant crawl away, 

but the man is still in control. There is a difference between allowing the ant to leave the bowl 

and helplessly watching as it escapes. The cartoon version of God’s sovereignty implies that, if 

the man is not actively holding the ant inside the bowl, then he must be unable to keep it in 

there at all. 

 

The illustration of the man and the ant is at least a vague parallel to God’s sovereignty over 

mankind. God has the ability to do anything, to take action and intervene in any situation, but 

He often chooses to act indirectly or to allow certain things for reasons of His own. His will is 

furthered in any case. God’s “sovereignty” means that He is absolute in authority and 

unrestricted in His supremacy. Everything that happens is, at the very least, the result of 

God’s permissive will. This holds true even if certain specific things are not what He would 

prefer. The right of God to allow mankind’s free choices is just as necessary for true sovereignty 

as His ability to enact His will, wherever and however He chooses. 

 

2. How does God’s sovereignty work together with free will? | 

GotQuestions.org 
It is impossible for us to fully understand the dynamics of a holy God molding and shaping the 

will of man. Scripture is clear that God knows the future (Matthew 6:8; Psalm 139:1-4) and has 

total sovereign control over all things (Colossians 1:16-17; Daniel 4:35). The Bible also says that 

we must choose God or be eternally separated from Him. We are held responsible for our 

actions (Romans 3:19; 6:23; 9:19-21). How these facts work together is impossible for a finite 

mind to comprehend (Romans 11:33-36). 

 

People can take one of two extremes in regard to this question. Some emphasize the 

sovereignty of God to the point that human beings are little more than robots simply doing 

what they have been sovereignly programmed to do. Others emphasize free will to the point of 

God not having complete control and/or knowledge of all things. Neither of these positions is 
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biblical. The truth is that God does not violate our wills by choosing us and redeeming us. 

Rather, He changes our hearts so that our wills choose Him. “We love Him because He first loved 

us” (1 John 4:19), and “You did not choose me, but I chose you” (John 15:16). 

 

What are we to do then? First, we are to trust in the Lord, knowing that He is in control 

(Proverbs 3:5-6). God’s sovereignty is supposed to be a comfort to us, not an issue to be 

concerned about or debate over. Second, we are to live our lives making wise decisions in 

accordance with God’s Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17; James 1:5). There will be no excuses before 

God for why we chose to disobey Him. We will have no one to blame but ourselves for our sin. 

Last but not least, we are to worship the Lord, praising Him that He is so wonderful, infinite, 

powerful, full of grace and mercy—and sovereign. 

 

3. What is sovereign grace? | GotQuestions.org 
Sovereign grace combines two of God’s attributes, His sovereignty and His graciousness. Both of 

these characteristics of God are so vast that many volumes have been written about each. Briefly 

though, the doctrine of sovereign grace is the melding of the two into a thrilling truth that gives 

us a glimpse into the mind and heart of our great God. The sovereignty of God is His total 

control of all things past, present, and future. Nothing happens beyond His knowledge and 

control. All things are either caused by Him or allowed by Him for His own purposes and in 

accordance with His perfect will and timing (Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 8:6). He is the only 

absolute and omnipotent ruler of the universe and is sovereign in creation, providence, and 

redemption. 

 

The other half of sovereign grace is grace. The grace of God is His unmerited favor toward those 

who have not earned it. It is undeserved favor. There are numerous examples of God’s grace in 

the Bible, both to His people and to those who reject Him. Mary found grace in the eyes of the 

Lord who bestowed upon her the privilege of bearing the Savior of mankind (Luke 1:28). She 

may have been a godly young woman, but nothing she could have done would have made her 

worthy of such a blessing. She was the recipient of God’s grace, and He sovereignly chose her 

for the task—sovereign grace. The apostle Paul admits that he was a servant of God only by 

grace and it was by grace that he labored effectively for the cause of Christ (1 Corinthians 15:10). 

Sovereign grace chose to save Paul on the Damascus Road, and sovereign grace showered him 

with untold blessings. 

 

As Christians we, too, benefit from God’s sovereign grace. “For by grace are you saved through 

faith” (Ephesians 2:8). Our very salvation and position in Christ is due to His grace through the 

faith that He gives us (Hebrews 12:2). Even those who hate God receive His grace. Every breath 

God allows them to take is a product of His common grace to all creation: “He makes His sun to 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45). 
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Even the atheist enjoys the effects of God’s sovereign grace through God’s beautiful creation 

and His provision of the resources necessary for food, clothing, and housing. God doesn’t owe 

these things to us, but He sovereignly provides them to exhibit His grace. 

 

The sovereign grace of God is noted most often by theologians in the matter of election. We see 

it best explained in Ephesians 1:5–6: “He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 

Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 

freely given us in the One he loves.” Here, in the same sentence, we have a reference to 

predestination (God’s sovereignty) and God’s glorious grace—sovereign grace. God sovereignly 

chose those He would save through His gracious act of sending His Son to die on the cross for 

their salvation. Sinners were unable to save themselves or, like Mary, to merit God’s favor 

because of their transgression of His Law. “But where sin abounded, grace did much more 

abound” (Romans 5:20). Therefore, Christians are “justified freely by His grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). 

 

God in His sovereign grace has chosen to save those on whom He has set His love (Romans 9:8–

13). They are picked out of the stream of helpless men and women cascading into hell. This is a 

humbling truth and should result in immense gratitude on our part. Why did God bestow His 

sovereign grace on believers? Not because we deserve salvation but to demonstrate “the riches 

of His glory” (Romans 9:14–23). Our only proper response is to proclaim, “Blessed be the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.5%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.8%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.8%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%209.14%E2%80%9323
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.3

